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Back home it was time to clean the finds
and sort out the re-cyclable rubbish. Lead
goes into a bucket and every now and again
I weigh this in to pay for batteries and fuel
for detecting trips. Copper and brass go 
into their respective tubs; aluminium and
rubbish find their way into recycling.

Whilst sorting out all the items I always
run the hosepipe over the ‘rubbish’ to wash
off the mud. At this point I noticed
something in amongst the lead that 
didn’t look ‘quite right’. 

A heavily clad mud item and with what
appeared to be some kind of decoration –
soon got my heartbeat racing. It didn’t take
too long to clean off the crud and what I
was left holding I now believe to be at least
9th century silver. I cannot believe I didn’t
spot this on the day. Luckily I’m always
careful to remove everything I dig up and

never throw anything away.
George and I did a spot of research 

and believe the item may be one part of 
a tri-decoration from a Saxon/Viking
drinking horn and possibly fitted at the
sharp end. The terminal is in the form 
of an animal head.

What is really interesting is that there 
is one silver pin still in place and there
appears to be attempts to preserve the 
last remaining zoomorphic head by a hole
being bored through it, which would have
prevented losing this one too. The item
weighs one ounce.

It goes without saying that we will return
to the sites detected and do a thorough
investigation where hopefully we will be
able to find other artefacts.

I have been detecting now for some 25
years and without doubt this, an artefact

retrieved from the trash bin is my best ever
find. I have found silver denarii, long and
short cross hammered coins, enamelled
brooches, a silver hawking vervel but none
of them compare to this one. Eventually I
hope that more people can get more
pleasure from this handcrafted piece of
treasure, but we will have to wait for a full
identification and details of where it might
be displayed.

In summary, I conclude that one must 
be careful with finds. The crux of the story
is to examine your items very carefully
before you throw them away. My silver
zoomorphic terminal may easily have been
binned. It’s unbelievable that this incredibly
rare item has appeared out of the mud and
crud. Take care!
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